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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to this webinar. My name is Kim Brown. I am a training specialist here at the Census Bureau. I will be presenting on Census 101: Are you new to the Census Bureau and the data that we offer? In this presentation, I will share some things that are useful to know when navigating the site and data.
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Meet Your Presenter

Kim Brown has been with the U.S. Census Bureau for 
almost 40 years, the majority of her time spent in 
customer services. 

She is currently a training specialist in the Data 
Dissemination and Training Branch of the Customer 
Liaison & Marketing Services Office. 

As a trainer, she guides data users in accessing and 
understanding Census Bureau data, products, and 
services. 

Kim Brown
Training Specialist

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As mentioned, I am Kim Brown. I am a training specialist. I have worked in various areas of the Census Bureau over the years with most of my time spent working with our data users. As a trainer, my objective has been to assist our data users in accessing, understanding, and using the Census Bureau’s data, products and services. 

Now let’s move on to see what will be covered in our presentation today.



About us
Census Bureau Programs
Census Bureau Surveys
Census Bureau Geography
Data Tools
Products
Partners 

In This Presentation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this presentation, we will cover some of the topics under the about us tab to get started.
I will also introduce a bit on the Census Bureau Programs, Surveys, and then introduce Census Bureau geography.
I will introduce you to a couple of tools that you can use to access data. The Census Bureau has multiple tools available to assist our data users with their data needs.  
I will also mention a few of the products that are made available for your use.
The Census Bureau works along side our partners to not only understand what our customers need but in understanding what products would best serve their purpose.  




www.census.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census Bureau web site offers users access to information by topic or program area, interactive maps, training resources and data access tools. 

To begin familiarizing yourself with the website, go to www.census.gov. The Census Bureau has made the search and navigation a bit easier for you. We have our topics, surveys and programs available from the top navigation.  The “explore the data” offers a tools list for accessing the data the Census Bureau makes available. When looking for information on the agency, our history or other agency locations looks to the “about us.” Here you will also find our frequently asked questions and our staff directory.

Later in this presentation, we will touch base on items that fall within many of the tabs you see here on census.gov.






The Census Bureau’s Mission is to serve as the nations leading provider of 
quality data about its people and economy.
Our goal is to provide the best mix of timeliness, relevancy, quality, and cost 
for the data we collect and the services we provide.

Census Bureau Mission Statement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census Bureau's mission is to serve as the nation’s leading provider of quality data about its people and economy.
Our goal is to provide the best mix of timeliness, relevancy, quality and cost for the data we collect and services we provide.

Much of the data collected by our agency is required by law. Those that work at the agency and work with the data collected are held accountable knowing that they can go to jail, pay a hefty fine or lose their jobs if data is not kept confidential. 




Organizational Information

• There are 13 major statistical agencies 
within the U.S. Government
• 70 organizations that collect statistics

• The Census Bureau
• Part of the U.S. Department of 

Commerce
• Contains 9 Directorates
• Contains 44 Divisions or Offices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census Bureau is the largest data collector and disseminator of social and economic data.

Not listed here but helpful to know are a few of the other agencies whose mission is the collection and analysis of data: 
Nat'l Center for Health Statistics, 
National Center for Education Statistics, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics are examples.  

The Census Bureau assists many of these agencies in their collection of data. We refer to this data collection as reimbursable surveys.

(Some other agencies are Bureau of Transportation Statistics, National Agricultural Statistics Service, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Energy Information Administration, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Economic and Statistics Administration, Economic Research Service, Office of Immigration Statistics.)

The Census Bureau is composed of 
44 divisions in 9 directorates which are: 
Administration
Communications
Demographic Programs
Research & Methodology
Information Technology
Decennial Census
Field Operations
2020 Census
Economic Programs




Census Bureau’s Offices and Centers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census Bureau has regional offices located across the United States. Each regional office covers multiple states. The Bureau also has 2 contact centers to assist with telephone surveys and any questions our customers have in completing the survey they have received. Here at HQ, we have a customer service call center to assist our data users in locating the data they need.

Many of our surveys and censuses will have a return address for our Jeffersonville, IN location. This is our national processing center that handles the distribution/return of our survey and program mailings. I know from years of working in the call center that many will call to inquire about the return address on our mailings knowing that the Census Bureau is located in Maryland/District of Columbia. NPC is a huge warehouse processing center that is better equipped to handle these large mailings. NPC is also one of our contact centers, so know that when you have questions on any survey or census you receive that we have knowledgeable staff to assist you.

We have many field representatives that work out of the regional offices. These representatives will do conduct surveys and also do follow-up with you in person. They are required to be wearing their badge and have a Census Bureau laptop to assist in completing the questionnaires.




Census Bureau’s Regional Office

• Atlanta, Georgia
• Chicago, Illinois
• Denver, Colorado
• Los Angeles, California
• New York City, New York
• Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the regional offices map. As you can see, the regions are color coded to identify the states covered by each regional office. 

Surveys are handled by the regional offices and are usually mailed from our Jeffersonville, IN distribution center. When you have questions on any surveys you receive or for anyone coming to your door to complete a survey, you can reach out to the local regional office to confirm whether they are legitimate. You can locate information on the regional office address and phone number under about us on census.gov.




Censuses

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census Bureau collects data for 3 censuses. Each census is distinct in its own way. Displayed here is a table of the 3 Censuses and what makes each unique.

The Decennial Census is required by law to be conducted in every year ending in “0.” We are required to conduct a census of the Population & Housing every 10 years. The Decennial Census is 10 short questions and can be completed in less than 10 minutes. For the 2020 Census, we offered for the first time the ability to complete this census online and through most handheld devices.

The Economic Census is conducted in years ending in 2 and 7 on the U.S. Businesses. Data are available on the size of the business as well as other business characteristics.

The Census of Governments identifies the scope and nature of the nation's state and local government sector; provides authoritative benchmark figures of public finance and public employment

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY

 Conducted every month, every year�
 Sent to a sample of addresses (about 3.5 million) in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico�
 Asks about topics not on the 2020 Census, such as education, employment, internet access, population characteristics, and transportation�
 Provides current information to communities every year.  It also provides local and national leaders with the information they need for programs, economic development, emergency management, and understanding local issues and conditions.

The ACS was developed to:
-Focus the Census on improving the population count
-Provide characteristic data more than once every 10 years to frame policy issues

DECENNIAL CENSUS
 Conducted every ten years

 Counts every person living in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and the five U.S. territories





2020 Decennial Census

• Online questionnaire available for the first 
time

• Mail in questionnaires are still an option
• Total of 10 questions relating to topics such 

as:
• Age
• Sex
• Race
• Ethnicity
• Rent/Own

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census 2020 Response rate was 67.0 percent.  To increase response rates, the marketing campaign included various areas across the Bureau: Public Relations, Census in Schools, Road Tour, Promotional Materials and Items, Research, and Recruitment.




Decennial Census Data in Action

• Apportionment 
• Redistricting
• Funding of Federal, State, and Local 

Government Programs
• Program Planning, Site location, 

Marketing Decisions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For instance, Political Power: A census was written into our constitution as a means of apportioning the number of representatives each state has in the House of Representatives. And, within the state, census data provides the basis by which state and local governments redraw the boundaries of local, state, and congressional election districts.

Another purpose is for Allocation of Federal and State Funds: Census data are used by Federal, State and Local Governments to distribute billions of dollars each year to the Nation’s local governments for a wide variety of public programs and purposes. 

It is also used for Marketing and Planning: Census data are vital in planning such community facilities and services as roads, bus routes, schools, and hospitals. Also plays an important role in planning and executing emergency management operations. Census data is also used when making business decisions such as the location of a new branch store, what brands to stock, and yes, even areas to target for credit card offerings.




2020 Decennial Census

On April 1, 2020 the United States population was 331,449,281.
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1790 – Census Day August 2 (first Monday of the month) – U.S. Population 3.9 million
1810 – Census Day August 6  - U.S. population 7.2 million
1910 -  Census Day changed to April 15 – U.S. population 92.2 million
2010 -  Census Day April 1 – Shortest form in history – 

1930 Census Day moved to April 1 

On Census Day, April 1, 2010, the U.S. resident population was 308,745,538





Knowledge Check #1

• How many types of censuses does the U.S. Census Bureau conduct?

13

a. • One

b. • Three

c. • Five

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer: We conduct 3 major censuses.




NAICS

• North American Industry Classification 
Code

• Can be 2-6 digits
• Some sectors not covered by the Census 

Bureau

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) is the standard used by Federal statistical agencies in classifying business establishments for the purpose of collecting, analyzing, and publishing statistical data related to the U.S. business economy.

The North American Product Classification System (NAPCS) is a comprehensive, market- or demand-based, hierarchical classification system for products (goods and services) that (a) is not industry-of-origin based but can be linked to the NAICS industry structure, (b) is consistent across the three North American countries, and (c) promotes improvements in the identification and classification of service products across international classification systems, such as the Central Product Classification System of the United Nations. 



Economy Census in Action

• Study industry and trends over time
• Evaluate investment opportunities 
• Implement Public Policy
• Measure economic development
• Business Plans
• Grants 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Economic Census collects data for nearly 4 million businesses with paid employees, including nearly every industry in the private, non-farm economy

Economic censuses have been taken periodically since 1820, Data from the Economic Census describes the characteristics of the business.




Knowledge Check #2

• What program takes the pulse of America’s Economy every 5 years?

16

a. • The Economic Census

b. • The Population Estimates Program

c. • The Census of Governments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer:  Economic Census




Census of Governments 

• Collected every 5 years, in years ending in 
“2” and “7”

• Government organization data and 
information are for October of the year 
preceding the Census

• How governments are organized, how 
many people they employ and payroll 
amounts, and the finances of 
governments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census of Governments identifies the scope and nature of the nation's state and local government sector; provides authoritative benchmark figures of public finance and public employment; classifies local government organizations, powers, and activities; and measures federal, state, and local fiscal relationships.
The United States Code, Title 13, Section 161, requires that this census be taken.




Census of Governments in Action

• The Bureau of Economic Analysis and the 
Federal Reserve Board–use the data to 
measure the nation's economic and 
financial performance

• State and local governments use the data 
to develop programs and budgets, assess 
financial conditions, and perform 
comparative analyses

• Analysts, economists, market specialists, 
and researchers need these data to 
measure the changing characteristics of 
the government sector of the economy 
and to conduct public policy research.



Surveys

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census Bureau conducts over 130 surveys across the nation. We conduct surveys for other agencies as well. The Census Bureau will collect data on income, poverty, education, health insurance, housing, computer usage and many others.

The biggest survey the agency collects data for is the American Community Survey. Data from this survey goes to support distribution of $675 billion in federal funding annually. 





Households Surveys

• The Current Population Survey
• The Survey of Income and Program 

Participation
• The American Community Survey
• American Housing Survey

Presenter
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In between censuses we conduct various economic and demographic surveys to update the census information, at least at the national level.

The Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program (PEP) produces estimates of the population for the United States, states, metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas, counties, cities, towns, as well as for Puerto Rico and its municipios.
Demographic components of population change (births, deaths, and migration) are produced at the national, state, and county levels of geography. Additionally, housing unit estimates are produced for the nation, states, and counties.
PEP annually utilizes current data on births, deaths, and migration to calculate population change since the most recent decennial census and produce a time series of estimates of population, demographic components of change, and housing units. The annual time series of estimates begins with the most recent decennial census data and extends to the vintage year.

This survey goes out to approximately 60,000 households every month.

The main objective of Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) is to provide accurate and comprehensive information about the income and program participation of individuals and households in the United States, and about the principal determinants of income and program participation. SIPP offers detailed information on cash and noncash income on a subannual basis. The survey also collects data on taxes, assets, liabilities, and participation in government transfer programs. SIPP data allow the government to evaluate the effectiveness of federal, state, and local programs. A continuing survey with monthly interviewing – sample size ranges from ~ 14,000 to 36,700 households.  Duration of each survey panel ranges from 2.5 – 4 years.

The American Housing Survey (AHS) The Census Bureau’s housing data present a comprehensive picture of housing in America. You will find a wide range of data on the size, age and type of American homes; home values, rents and mortgages, the housing and construction industry, and more.
We measure the housing and construction industry, track homeownership rates, and produce statistics on both the physical and financial characteristics of our homes. Together, these statistics present a comprehensive picture of housing in America, allowing data-driven decision-making at all levels of government.
The key housing information we release is critical to measuring our national economy. The housing industry represents more than a quarter of our nation’s total investment dollars and about 5 percent of our total economy.
�





The American Community Survey

• Samples approximately 3.5 million 
addresses per year

• 290k per month
• Produces estimates for characteristics of 

both population and housing
• Creates estimates for small geographic 

areas

Presenter
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THE ACS IS THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, IT IS A LARGE CONTINOUS SURVEY.

--In June 2011, the sample size increased to a rate of 3.5 million addresses annually (approximately 290,000 per month), up from approximately 3.0 million addresses

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY

 Conducted every month, every year�
 Sent to a sample of addresses (about 3.5 million) in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico�
 Asks about topics not on the 2020 Census, such as education, employment, internet access, population characteristics, and transportation�
 Provides current information to communities every year.  It also provides local and national leaders with the information they need for programs, economic development, emergency management, and understanding local issues and conditions.

The ACS was developed to:
-Focus the Census on improving the population count
-Provide characteristic data more than once every 10 years to frame policy issues

DECENNIAL CENSUS
 Conducted every ten years

 Counts every person living in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and the five U.S. territories



--THE ACS PRODUCES POPULATION AND HOUSING CHARACTERISTIC DATA 
Resident population of the United States and Puerto Rico
Living in housing units (a typical house, apartment, mobile home, etc) and group quarters (group living arrangements that are owned or managed by an entity or organization. Examples: Dorms, correctional facilities, barracks, etc.)

--SOME DATA IS PRODUCED FOR SMALL AREAS
For instance Census Tract=2,500 to 8,000 residents, block group=600 to 3,000 residents
--small population groups
People born in Albania, Bangladesh…




Knowledge Check #3 
• Which of the following produces estimates for population and 

housing characteristics?

22

a. • The Decennial Census

b. • The Economic Census

c. • The American Community Survey

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Answer: American Community Survey




Estimates from Administrative Records

• Annual Population Estimates
• Monthly Import and Exports
• Weekly, monthly and annual surveys of the 

nation’s economic activity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census Bureau also produces estimates of the population, as well as projections of the population, using administrative records

We provide MONTHLY tallies of the amount and quantity of imports and exports by country, mode of shipping and port.

We also conduct various other surveys that provide information on economic activity, information for the national accounts, and for various economic indicators.

Administrative records have the potential to reduce the amount of information the U.S. Census Bureau requests from respondents. Using administrative records also saves money. Census Bureau enumerators may not need to return to respondents’ homes to collect survey answers because administrative records fill the void. Reduces respondent burden.




Conduct Surveys for Government Agencies

• Department of Justice
• Department of Education
• National Center for Education Statistics
• National Center for Science and Engineering 

Statistics
• National Center for Health Statistics
• Center for Disease Control
• Bureau of Labor Statistics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also conduct a variety of surveys for other federal agencies. About one-third of our budget in non-census years comes from reimbursable survey work  for other federal agencies.

BJS – Annual 
Survey on Sexual Violence
National Prisoner Statistics
Annual Survey of Jails

NCES – Biennial/Annual
Census of Juveniles in Residential Placement
National Public Education Financial Survey
Teacher Compensation Survey

OMB – Annual
Federal Assistance Aware Data System
Federal Audit Clearinghouse

National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics (NCSES)
National Survey of College Graduates (NSCG) 





Census Geography

• Foundation of all data collection and 
publication

• Legal and Administrative Geography
• Statistical Geography 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

This display is of the geographic hierarchy used by the Census Bureau. The diagram reflects nesting relationships or how the geographies are related. Not all geographies are available in all the products that the Census Bureau produces. They will vary by census and survey.

For instances, the Economic Census is mostly done at national and state level with some limited county and economic place information depending on the sector selected. The Retail Trade Sector has some data available at zip code level.




Geographic Products

• TIGER
• Topologically Integrated Geographic 

Encoding and Referencing System
• Boundary and Thematic Maps
• Other Geographic Products

• Reference Information Maps
• Tallies of Geographic Entities
• Relationship Files

Presenter
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To help us take the 1990 census, we created something called Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing system (TIGER), which is a geographic mapping database. 

TIGER has become the back bone of most geographic information systems (GIS) in the country and in the early 1990's fostered development of the GIS and mapping industry in this country.

We also produce maps--both boundary and thematic-- as well as software for mapping or geocoding.

TIGER/Line Shapefiles 2010: (Released annually since 2006)

2010 extracts containing geographic and cartographic information from the Census Bureau's MAF/TIGER® (Master Address File/Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing) database. 
These files support the 2010 Census Redistricting Data (P. L. 94-171) and the National Summary File of Redistricting Data/Summary File 1 releases. 
The files provide the digital map base for a Geographic Information System or mapping software. The files do not contain any mapping software. 
All legal boundaries and names are as of January 1, 2010. The boundaries shown are for Census Bureau statistical data collection and tabulation purposes only; their depiction and designation for statistical purposes does not constitute a determination of jurisdictional authority or rights of ownership or entitlement. 

Maps: (the majority of the maps are revised every 10 years, however there are exceptions like the Metropolitan Area maps and they are done annually)
�2010 Census Reference Census Block Maps 
Census Tract Reference Maps 
School District Reference Maps 
P.L.94-171 County Block Maps 
P.L.94-171 VTD/SLD Reference Maps 
2010 Census Reapportionment Map 
2010 Census Local Census Offices with Type of Enumeration Areas 


Products:

Reference Information 
Maps 
Tallies of Geographic Entities 
Relationship Files 




Data Tools and Applications

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Shown here is the link to the data tools. You can select a tool to access the data you need. There are multiple tools you can access including tools to map or visualize your data results.




TIGERWeb

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The applications allow users to select features and view their attributes, to search for features by name or geocode, and to identify features by selecting them from a map. The TIGERweb applications provide a simple way to view our TIGER data without Geographic Information System (GIS) software and without downloading data. 





Interactive Story Telling

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have made data fun, interesting and visual. Check out our interactive map. Users can select the data and results display in a thematic interactive map. Data comparisons can be done by clicking on the box that displays when you point your cursor over a certain location. Just click on compare and then go back to the map and make a selection.

A fun and innovative way to access data.




data.census.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The data.census.gov tool has replaced the American Factfinder tool. Making data easier to access in the format the customer desires to see it. You can get to the microdata, tables or just a figure depending on the need by just about any geography.




Data Products

• Summary Tables
• Analyses
• Microdata
• Maps and Geographic Products
• Metadata
• Visualizations

Presenter
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We routinely provide the following types of data products:

Data tables summarized by geography.
Some analyses of the data, especially social and demographic characteristics.
Microdata, that is, the unaggregated responses for census or survey questionnaires. Users can then develop their own tabulations and cross-tabulations, using various software programs. (Public Use Microdata Sample File PUMS)

Maps, showing boundaries of geographic areas or showing the distribution or ranges of data.

And finally metadata, or data about data. For example--file layouts, definitions of variables, facsimiles of the questionnaire, etc.
this slide




• Federal Depository Library Program
• State Data Centers
• Census Information Centers
• Advisory Committees

Partnerships and Outreach



• Congress
• State and Local Governments
• Researchers and Academic Institutions
• Financial Institutions
• Regional Planning Agencies
• Businesses and Chambers of 

Commerce
• You!

Census Data Users

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A variety of organizations use our data.  Some of our key customer groups include:




Census Bureau Resources & Services

• Data Training and Workshops
• Statistics in Schools
• Demographic Consulting
• The Census Bureau Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Our Census Bureau library has U.S. census information going back to 1790, as well as the largest collection of census publications from around the world.

The Census Bureau offers training materials and conducts workshops and other sessions to help increase customer awareness, access, understanding and use of information collected by the Census Bureau.




Census Academy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This site has data gems, webinars and courses available to assist users in accessing and understanding our data. 




Highlights

The U.S. Census Bureau conducts 3 censuses and over 130 
surveys.

We have tools, data products, services and resources to help 
you understand and access data. 

We cater our products and tools to meet the evolving needs 
of our partners and data users. 



Kim Brown
U.S. Census Bureau

Data Dissemination and Training Branch

Kimberly.a.brown@census.gov
301-763-1196

Census.askdata@census.gov
1844-ASKDATA

@uscensusbureau
Subscribe: Census.gov/academy

Get in Touch with Us



THANK 
YOU
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